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Sermon on the Gospel for the Third Sunday after Easter. 
JouHNn 16, 16—23. 


Our Gospel lesson is taken from the parting words of our dear 
Savior, Jesus Christ, to His twelve apostles. The Savior meant to 
comfort them. They were in need of comfort. He had told them 


‘that in “a little while” He would leave them and go to His Father. 


And oh, how sorrowful they would be if He no longer were with 
them! Yea, they were in need of comfort.. The Savior, therefore, 
tells them with compassionate feeling and encouraging assurance that 
their sorrow would be turned into great joy after “a little while.” | 

But His comforting and encouraging parting words were also 
a solemn warning to Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve. Judas was 
a hypocrite. He did not believe in Jesus, nor did he love Him. Love 
for money had taken full possession of his heart. In order to get 
the money which he coveted, he had already made the bloody con- 
tract with the high priests of the Jews to betray Jesus unto them. 
The parting words of the Savior to the twelve, therefore, were a sol- 
emn warning to him. He knew that in “a little while” his joy over 
those thirty pieces of silver would be turned into eternal sorrow. 
Had he only taken the well-meant warning of his Savior to heart! 
But, alas! Judas did not heed this warning. 

The Savior’s parting words to His twelve apostles also concern 
everyone of us. All of us who truly believe in Him, and love and 
honor Him, should take comfort and encouragement from His words. 
Though we must endure trials, tribulations, and sorrows while we 
sojourn here upon this earth, the promise of our dear Savior to us is, 
that in “a little while” all our sorrow shall be turned into everlasting 
joy in heaven. 

But, on the other hand, all of those who do not believe in Him 
should take warning, lest their present joy be turned into eternal | 
sorrow. All unbelievers and worldlings, though they are often joyful 
and gay while they indulge the sinful pleasures of this wicked world, 
shall be everlastingly sorrowful in the hereafter. These facts are 
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foreibly brought to our attention by our Gospel lesson. Therefore, 
most beloved friends, in accordance with our Gospel lesson, and by 
the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, I shall now speak to you of 


THE SORROW AND JOY OF BELIEVERS AND UNBELIEVERS. 


1. The true believers in Christ have sorrow here, which shall be 
turned into eternal joy; and 

2. The unbelievers and worldlings have joy here, which shall be 
turned into eternal sorrow. 


1 

The dear Savior says unto His apostles: “A little while,” etc., 
vv. 16—20. With these words the Savior predicts His sufferings, 
death, resurrection, and ascension. “A little while,’ He says, “and 
ye shall not see me.” This “little while” was the space of time in 
which He lay dead and cold in the sepulcher of Joseph of Arimathea. 
How sorrowful were His disciples during this “little while’! Al 
their hopes had vanished. All seemed lost. Oh, the heavy weight of 
sorrow that was upon them! Their dear Lord, whom they so ardently 
loved, for whose sake they had left father and mother, brothers and 
sisters, friends and neighbors, and all their earthly possessions, — was 
now dead and buried. Oh, how they did “weep and lament”! But 
O ‘precious words, “A little while”! For, behold, all at once on that 
memorable Easter day the glad tidings were heard: “The Lord is 


risen!” “He is risen indeed!” Yea, it was true, the Lord had risen’ 


from His grave. And for forty days afterwards His disciples had 
the joy of associating with Him at different intervals. O happy days! 
O joyful days, those forty after-resurrection days! But—it was 
again only for “a little while,” because He was to leave them and 
go to His Father, that is, was to ascend up to heaven, and thus with- 
draw from them His visible presence. But, precious truth! again 
their sorrow was not to last longer than “a little while.” Only a few 
years hence: then all their sorrow shall have come to an end, and 
ever-abiding joy shall be their portion. What a promise! 

And, beloved friends, the very same promise is given to all true 
Christians: their temporal sorrow shall be turned into eternal joy 
in a “little while.” 

It is true, in this world Christians are not exempt from trials, 
tribulations, distresses, losses, pain, and disappointments. Here, in 
this “vale of tears,” we Christians must often “weep and lament.” 
In our present habitat we are subject to all manner of sorrow. While 
we are upon this earth we must contend with the common misfor- 
tunes of mankind: poverty, want, sickness, and death. It very often 
happens that the true Christians must bear a heavier weight of the 
evils common to mankind than many an unbeliever and worldling. 
Besides, Christians have sorrows which are unknown to the non- 
Christians: they must bear their Savior’s cross as truly as that man 
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of Cyrene, Simon. They must suffer persecutions for the sake of 
Christ Jesus. Devil, world, and flesh do not only hate the Christ, — 
they also hate His true disciples, and it is their desire to “seduce us 
into misbelief, despair, and other great shame and vice,” to beguile 
us into false doctrine and an ungodly life. We Christians must daily 
experience the truthfulness of our dear Savior’s words, which He 
spoke unto His apostles, viz.: “If ye were of the world, the world 
would love you; but because ye are not of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you.” How often are not true Christians obliged to ery 
out with St. Paul: “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?” 

And, though we are not left alone to battle with our declared 
enemies, — devil, world, and flesh, — yet it very often seems unto us 
as though no one would help us. It is true, beloved Christian friends, 
we know from the Scriptures that Jesus Christ, our dear Savior, is 
always fighting our battles for us, and yet, must we not admit that 
it often seems unto us as if He had forsaken us? Most assuredly, 
so we must confess. All our petitions for help do not seem to strike 
the ear of our almighty Savior and Lord. All our prayers seem to 
be in vain, and we lament with Asaph: “Will the Lord cast off,” ete., 
Ps. 77, 7—9, and with Jesus’ disciples on the stormy sea: “Master, 
carest Thou not that we perish?” But, my dear Christian friends, 
what does our Savior say in to-day’s Gospel lesson? Listen! He 
says: “And ye now,” ete. v. 22. How comforting and encouraging 
do these words of our blessed Savior sound to our ears and heart! 
We know that we must enter into the kingdom of God through much 
tribulation; but the Savior’s promise to all true Christians is: “A little 
while ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 
I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 
man taketh from you.” Precious.promise! And Jesus keeps His 
promises. “For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him 
Amen.” Does He not fulfill His promises every day? Does He not 
comfort us in all our trials, tribulations, and sorrows? Indeed, He 
does. By His Word and sacraments our troubled soul is comforted 
every day. In His Word and sacraments, these means of grace, He 
is ever present with us. Therefore, Christian friends, let us diligently 
use them. Their right and proper use will strengthen and preserve 
us steadfast in our faith unto our end. When, therefore, in “a little 
while” the time of our departure from this vale of tears is at hand, 
then — thanks and glory be to God!—we can joyfully say with 
David: “Yea, though I walk,” ete., Ps. 23, 4 Then everyone that 
dies in the Lord will hear that comforting word of the dear Savior: 
“Verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

And when within that lovely paradise 
At last I safely dwell, ete. (Hymn 393, 7. 8.) 


And then all my sorrow shall have been turned into joy, eternal joy. 
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2. 

But, beloved friends, as every true Christian’s temporal sorrow 
shall be turned into eternal joy, so, on the other hand, every un- 
believer’s and worldling’s temporal joy shall be turned into eternal 
sorrow, unless he truly repent. 

The dear Savior said unto the apostles: “Do ye enquire,” etc., 
vv. 19. 20. Thus it came to pass. When Christ, the Savior of man- 
kind, had been crucified and buried, His disciples were weeping and 
lamenting, but the world, 7. e., the enemies of Jesus Christ, the un- 
believers and worldlings, were rejoicing. What a contrast between 
Christians and non-Christians, believers and unbelievers, disciples 
and worldlings! Some one has truly said: “How great the contrast 


between the Christians’ weeping and lamenting, and the worldlings’- 


rejoicing! We can picture to ourselves this difference, when we look 
at the difference manifesting itself now on many an occasion. As 
some lie on their wretched faces bewailing their weakness and their 
sin, the scoffer taunts and jeers, and the giddy worldling ‘whirls the 
wanton waltz,’ as though all earnest life were folly. The dying groans 
are faintly heard here, and there the loud laughter of revelry re- 
sounds that sneers at death. A little way from the ancient city, 
which is beautiful for situation, groans the dying Maker of all, in 
human form, with soul exceeding sorrowful, even unto death. But 
in the city other sights were seen and other sounds were heard. Who 
knows how many enjoyed the ‘mirth and song and dance and wine’ 
of giddy frivolity on that awful night of the garden agony, or laughed 
and quaffed and frolicked and rollicked while the head of meekness 
bowed in death for reckless men! And not only thus. Not only did 
the levity and pleasure seeking of the world continue, unconscious 
of the death of the Lord of glory; but some rejoiced on this very 
account, knowing it and being gladdened by it. For we know how 
some mocked; how they jeeringly treated Him as king and bowed 
to Him; how they sneeringly said to Him that He should save Him- 
self now, since He made such pretenses of saving others. And we 
may easily conceive how bitter enemies could hold their gleeful ju- 
bilee when they heard of the mighty Savior’s death.”1) “The world 
shall rejoice.” Yea, how the unbelievers and worldlings did rejoice, 
when the news of that Galilean’s death reached the city! That One, 
so much hated and despised by them, that Jesus of Nazareth, that 
preacher of repentance, was now dead. His voice was now silenced. 
He could no longer rebuke them on account of their unbelief and 
worldliness. Oh, how they did rejoice over His death! 

But, beloved friends, it was only for “a little while.” The eru- 
 cified Galilean, the dead “King of the Jews,” the buried Jesus of 
Nazareth, had come again. He had risen, risen indeed! And how 
awful was the just wrath and judgment that came over His declared 


1) Loy, p. 357. 
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enemies in Jerusalem’s destruction! Yea, “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
The joy of Christ’s enemies was turned into sorrow, temporal and 
eternal sorrow. Oh, how they now did “weep and lament”! 

Beloved friends, so it is to this very day. All enemies of Christ, 
His Word, and His Church, all non-Christians, unbelievers, and 
worldlings, who now rejoice in their unbelief and worldliness, shall 
in “a little while” “weep and lament,” if they do not truly repent. 

It is true, worldlings have sinful pleasures here in this sinful 
and wicked world. They find pleasure in the gratification of their 
evil lusts; they delight in satisfying their lewd and base appetites, 
as some one has well said: “How many wallow in pleasures, as if 
they had been made men, only to turn brutes.” The unbeliever and 
worldling purchases many a thing by his sin. Sometimes it is tem- 
poral wealth; sometimes it is worldly honor or fame. The most 
sacred principles are sacrificed, in order to gain the good will and 
applause of the rabble, and the peace of conscience is often surren- 
dered for the favor of an unprincipled mob. What a folly! And 
yet, this gives pleasure to uncounted multitudes. They find no 
pleasure in the saving truths of the Gospel. They care not for the 
grace of God. They have no longing for a Savior such as Jesus is: 
a Savior from sin, death, and damnation. Oh, how pitiable the con- 
dition of all unbelievers and worldlings! Only “a little while,’ and 
they must leave this world, must leave behind them everything that 
filled their sinful and evil hearts with joy, and reluctantly must ex- 
change their sinful joy with everlasting sorrow. Yea, beloved friends, 
the unbelievers’ and worldlings’ sinful rejoicing in this world shall 
in “a little while” be turned into wailing and gnashing of teeth in 
the place of torment. Tell me, I pray thee, my friend, “What is 
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world,” — with all its riches, 
honors, and pleasures, — “and lose his own soul? Or what shall,” ete., 
Matt. 16, 26. 27. 

Therefore, most beloved friends, flee, O flee, to Jesus, the only 
Savior and Redeemer of sinful mankind; and cling to Him by true 
faith and love and obedience in life and death. Then you shall have 
eternal joy, “and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh 


from you.” Amen. J. H. H. 
— 


Sermon on the Gospel for the Fifth Sunday after Easter. 
JoHN 16, 23—30. 


The name of this Sunday is “Rogate.” “Rogate” means, “Pray!” 
This very name, then, is an exhortation to prayer. It indicates the 
subject that will most naturally occupy us to-day. “Verily, verily,” 
ete., vv. 23. 24. These are the opening words of our Gospel. How 
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earnestly does the Lord invite His disciples in these words to pray 
to their heavenly Father, and how solemnly does He promise that 
their prayer shall be heard if made in the right manner. Oh, would 
that we were all and always mindful of this our Christian duty and 
precious privilege to pray! But alas! we are, as a rule, only too 
prone to be idle and negligent in prayer! We do not generally realize 
what a glorious thing it is to be permitted to pray to our heavenly 
Father. We all pray too little, and when we do pray, our prayers 
only too often are cold and devotionless, our mouth repeating me- 
chanically the accustomed words, while our heart and our thoughts 
are somewhere else. Yea, there are people pretending to be Chris- 
tians who never pray, or hardly ever. Oh, beloved brethren, examine 
yourselves to-day! Do you pray? Do you pray as often and as 
fervently as you ought to do? Do you pray here at church with the 
congregation, at home with your family, in your closet for yourself? 
Is it the pastor alone that pronounces the prayers here in the house 
of worship? Are there no family prayers conducted at your home? 
Does the incense of prayer never, or only seldom, rise to the throne 
of God from the altar of your heart? Oh, do not trifle with these 
weighty questions! A man who lives without prayer may be a Chris- 
tian in name, but is not so in truth and in deed. If you have lived 
without prayer to this day, resolve now not to live without it in the 
future; and if you find that you have not been as diligent in prayer 
as you ought to have been, — and who of us could say that he has? — 
then determine that you will pray more in the future. To help us 
form this resolution and to carry it out by the help of God, let us 
now hear the reasons which the Savior gives in the text 


WHY CHRISTIANS SHOULD PRAY. 


The reasons He gives for it are: 


1. Because it is God’s will that they should pray; 
2. Because they are in need of prayer; 
3. Because God has promised to hear their prayer. 


di 

In the first place, then, Christians should pray, because it is 
God’s will, because He has commanded them to pray. “Ask, and ye 
shall receive that your joy may be full,” are our Lord’s words in the 
text; and this command is repeated often and plainly in the Scrip- 
tures. Thus St. Paul says to the Philippians, ch. 4, 6: “Be care- 
ful,” ete. St. Peter enjoins, 1 Pet. 4, 8: “Be ye therefore sober, and 
watch unto prayer.” And already in the Old Testament God exhorts 
His people by the mouth of the psalmist, Ps. 50, 14. 15: “Offer unto 
God,” ete. 

It is to be observed here, what I fear many are inclined to forget, 
that prayer is just as much a duty as any virtue enjoined in the 
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holy Ten Commandments, and its omission is just as great a sin. 
It is a deplorable fact that many persons still persist in merely re- 
garding as sinful what is revolting to the natural conscience, thus 
practically denying that our only rule of faith and practice is the 
Word of God. Indeed, prayer is commanded in the Decalogue, as 
well as it is enjoined by our Savior in the text. For when the Second 
Commandment tells us that we must not take the name of God in 
vain, it plainly implies that we shall use God’s name rightly, and 
therefore call upon it, by praying to Him, for that is a right use of 
God’s name. This is beautifully brought out by Luther in the Small 
Catechism, where he gives as the meaning of the Second Command- 
ment, “that we should fear and love God,” etc. The neglect of prayer 
stands upon the same level with cursing and swearing; and those 
who neglect daily prayer should think of it when they are shocked 
at the profanity of wicked men, as every Christian ought to be, that 
they are in the same condemnation. For one who curses and swears 
falsely breaks the Second Commandment, and the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless; and one who does not call upon God in times of need, 
and does not worship Him with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving 
breaks the Second Commandment also, and the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless either. Surely, no one will deny that where Chris- 
tianity has once exerted its influence, the will of God, thus clearly 
expressed, will be regarded; and those who disregard it, although 
they may refrain from many a vice, so far as its external manifesta- 
tion is concerned, have not the Spirit of Christ and are none of His. 

Thus it is clear: God has commanded us to pray; it is His will 
that we should pray. This is the first and main reason why Chris- 
tians ought to pray. If it were not for this clearly expressed will 
and command of God, nobody would dare to appear before God’s 
throne and make his wants and desires known to Him. Without 
such command, what presumption it would be for a creature to go 
to its almighty and all-wise Creator and tell Him what it wanted 
and needed, and thus, as it were, prescribe to Him what He ought 
to do. It would be the same as if the clay were to tell its potter 
into what kind of a vessel he should form it, and how he should 
handle it. Nay, brethren, if God had not given us a special per- 
mission, yea, a plain command to pray to Him, nobody could venture 
to approach Him with any petition for fear lest he should be struck 
dead as a punishment for his arrogance, even as the children of Israel 
durst not approach Mount Sinai, on whose top the Lord had de- 
scended when He gave them the Law, because he that would have 
touched even its base only would infallibly have been killed on 
the spot. 

But now that God has given us this plain command so many 
‘times over, now nobody dare question whether he have a right to 
pray. As children do not hesitate to go to their parents and make 
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their requests and desires known to them; as subjects hasten to their 
kings and importune them with their grievances, so Christians now 
may and should come freely and confidently to their heavenly Father 
and tell Him all their troubles and all their wants. Yea, now it 
would be presumptuous in a Christian to negleet prayer and to doubt 
whether he really had a right to pray. He would then act as wicked 
king Ahaz of old, Is. 7, 10 ft. 

Nay, brethren, let us not doubt our right and our duty to pray 
to God. Let His command suffice as our guarantee to that right 
and duty. And let His command serve as an incentive to make 
diligent use of that privilege and faithfully to perform that duty. 
For we need such an incentive. We need the Law and command 
of God to urge us on to prayer. We are not altogether spiritual as 
yet. If we were, we would not need such a command; it would be 
sufficient for us to know that we are permitted to pray, and the 
Spirit would, without coereion by any command, urge us to pray 
continually. In so far as we are renewed, in so far as we are Chris- 
tians, we need no law and no command to make us do that which is 
good, but we gladly and willingly do it of our own accord; we de- 
light in doing the will of God. According to the new man, there- 
fore, we need no law and no command to pray. But, alas! our re- 
newal is not perfect in this life. The old man, the old sinful flesh 
and blood with its inborn evil lusts and desires, still cleaves and 
clings to us, and this old man continually tempts us to do evil, and 
tries to keep us from doing good; he therefore also endeavors to 
keep us from praying. On account of this old Adam we need the 
' command and law of God to drive and spur us on to pray. Let us 
therefore give earnest heed to it. Let us keep this command con- 
stantly in our mind, and let us endeavor to act according to it, to 
erucify our flesh also in this respect, and in spite of its aversion to 
prayer force ourselves to obey the will of God and pray often and 
diligently. 

2 

The second reason which ought to induce Christians to pray is 
this, that they are in need of prayer on account of the manifold 
troubles to which they are exposed in this world, as well as to com- 
plete their joys. Although this is not directly stated by Christ in 
the words of our text, yet we can easily infer it from the context. 
In the words immediately preceding the exhortation to prayer in our 
text, the Lord had spoken to His disciples of the troubles and trials 
that would come upon them when He would leave them and go to 
the Father. After having spoken of the sorrows and joys of the 
Christians, He continues to exhort them to prayer by saying: “And 
in that day,” ete., vv. 22—24. The Savior plainly indicates here that 
Christians stand in need of prayer, in order both to uphold them in 
their troubles and to render their joys perfect. 
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The troubles of the Christian should impel him to pray. When 
a little child is hurt, annoyed, or troubled, what does it do? Why, 
it goes to its father or mother and tells them its grievance and cries 
its sorrows away at their breast. What ought to be the most natural 
thing for any Christian to do in his troubles? Ought not a natural 
impulse drive him to his almighty heavenly Father, who is able to 
either take his trouble away or to otherwise sustain him in his trials? 
Surely, ought he not run to Him and tell Him of his troubles, and 
ease his heart before Him? Look at that child again: here he comes 
to his mother weeping and crying, but as she takes him on her lap, 
embraces and kisses him, and soothes him with kind words, see how 
quickly the little one is quieted down, his tears cease to flow, he 
forgets his former grief and goes back to play, as cheerful and jolly 
as though nothing had happened. Even so God acts toward His 
children: when they come to Him, complaining of their troubles 
and sorrows, He does not rebuke them or send them away with harsh 
words, but He listens patiently to their complaints, He soothes and 
comforts them, He grants their request, and removes the cause of 
their grief; or if He does not immediately relieve them of their 
trouble, He gives them strength to bear it and to go on their way 
cheerfully, to rejoice in the midst of their troubles, and to bear their 
burden with a light heart. Oh, ought not our manifold troubles, 
both spiritual and temporal, urge us to pray, to unbosom ourselves 
to God frequently, and to seek comfort and strength with Him, who 
is mighty to rescue us out of every trouble and to support us in the 
midst of it? 

And as our troubles should urge us on to pray, so, likewise, are 
we exhorted by Christ to implore divine help, in order that “our joy 
may be full.” The principal joys of the Christians we learned two 
weeks ago to be spiritual joys. Their greatest joy is to know that 
they have a Redeemer, that for His sake their sins are forgiven, 
that by Him God has been reconciled with them, and that His Holy 
Spirit dwells within their heart. That is their principal joy. And 
all the spiritual joys of the Christians are “made full” by prayer. 
Prayer is the Christian’s intercourse with his heavenly Father. In 
his prayers he talks to Him and converses with Him as a child does 
with his father. Prayer is one of the principal means of his per- 
sonal communion with God. God speaks to the Christian by means 
of His Word, the Gospel, both when he reads it and when he hears 
it from the lips of the preacher. It is a glorious privilege to hear 
the voice of his heavenly Father resounding from heaven, as it did 
upon His own beloved Son at His baptism, and saying to every Chris- 
tian as it did to Him, “This is my beloved son, my beloved daughter, 
in whom I am well pleased.” But a Christian is not satisfied with 
having God speak with him, he also feels the desire and the need of 
speaking to his Father. And this he does in prayer. Ah! those are 
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sweet moments and hours when a Christian’s heart can thus hold 
communion with its God. By such communion his joys are truly 
rendered full. Have you never experienced that sweetness of prayer, 
never felt its joy-inspiring influence upon your heart?. Oh, if you 
have not, then you have not yet learned how to pray. Then you 
may know how to formulate a prayer, either a silent one or by word 
of mouth, but you have not yet learned the art of approaching the 
throne of grace and there holding communion with your Father. 
Oh, may God’s Spirit, who alone is able to teach us to pray as we 
should, help us to learn to pray thus in spirit and in truth, that 
through our prayer our joy may become perfeet and our troubles 
and sorrows may be made a light burden. 


3% 

The third incentive for Christians to pray is the fact, that God 
has promised to hear their prayer. For thus Christ says in our text: 
“Verily, verily,” etc., vv. 23. 24. Here Christ not only plainly 
promises us that the Father will grant our petition, He moreover 
repeats this promise, yea, He confirms it by adding an oath. Can 
we therefore doubt His word? And this is not the only passage of 
this kind. (Comp. Matt. 7,7. Prov. 15, 29. Ps. 50, 15, etc.) 

Upon these promises of God, then, we may and ought to rely. 
To doubt them would be calling God a liar. These promises, there- 
fore, we ought to believe in spite of the cavilings of our reason and 
in spite of such experiences as would seem to prove the contrary. 
The cavilings of reason are, e. g., that God must change the course 
of His providence in order to hear every individual’s prayer, because 
His order of governing the universe is fixed from eternity. What 
a want of knowledge of God and of His ways such an objection be- 
trays! Why, just the reverse is true: God would have to change 
His plans if the prayers of saints were not heard. God designed 
from the beginning to hear our prayers; and He knew from the be- 
ginning what every believer’s prayer would be, and so ordered the 
government of all things that their request would be granted, and 
that all would work together for good to them. Therefore let us 

pray on, undisturbed by sophistries, even as Christians in all times 
have cast their cares upon God, trusting that His word must be true 
and our prayer will be heard, in spite of all that our reason may say 
to the contrary. 

And let us cling to these promises of God even in spite of such 
experiences as would seem to prove the contrary. It not unfrequently 
happens that we pray for a certain thing, and fail to receive it. Then 
we are prone to believe that our prayer has not been heard, that God 
has. therefore broken His promise, that His word cannot be relied 
upon. Now this logic seems very plausible and irrefutable, and yet 
it is false. God has not broken His promise, and our prayer has 
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been heard. If our prayer was a right prayer, God has certainly 
heard it, for although He may not have given us precisely what we 
asked for, yet He has certainly given us something better in its place. 
If, however, the prayer was not of the right kind, it was not God’s 
fault, but ours, if it was not heard. 

We must bear in mind that our prayers, in order to be acceptable 
to God, must be made in the name of Jesus, as our Lord Himself 
tells us in the text: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, He will give it you.” What does 
it mean to ask in the name of Jesus? It means to trust for an an- 
swer to our prayer not in our own worthiness, our own holiness and 
virtue, our deeds of charity and our unimpeachable character, ete.; 
for all these things do not render us worthy of receiving any of those 
things that we may ask of God; on the contrary, if He were to deal 
with us according to our deserts, He would have to refuse every 
petition that we might bring before Him, and deny us every blessing 
that we might crave. To pray to God in Jesus’ name means to ac- 
knowledge our own utter unworthiness and shame, and to trust for 
the answering of our prayers alone in Christ’s holy merit, by which 
He has also wrought out a worthiness for us that prompts God to 
hear our prayers. He that does not thus pray in Jesus’ name, trust- 
ing in His merit alone and acknowledging his own unworthiness, 
necessarily prays in vain. His prayers will not and cannot be heard, 
but they are an abomination in the sight of God, bringing His wrath 
down upon him. 

To pray in Jesus’ name at the same time includes also this, 
that a Christian must pray with a believing heart. He that truly 
trusts in Jesus’ merits will also confidently believe that God, for the 
sake of His own Son, will hear his prayer. He that prays in his 
own name, trusting in his own righteousness, cannot thus pray in 
true faith, for he cannot be certain that God will grant his petition, 
since he does not know whether he is really worthy of it. But who- 
soever prays in Jesus’ name, can be and therefore must be altogether 
certain that he will be heard, for Jesus’ merit is great enough to 
render any petition acceptable unto God and to procure its bestowal. 
He, therefore, that asks without such faith in his heart, without 
being certain that his prayer will be heard for Jesus’ sake, but whose 
heart is filled with doubts and misgivings as to the hearing of his 
petition, certainly asks in vain. 

And this asking in Jesus’ name and asking in true faith also 
requires a third thing, which is, that our petitions must be in har- 
mony with God’s Word and will. “This is the confidence that we 
have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He 
heareth us.” When a person asks for the wealth or pomp or pleasures 
of earth, his prayer will not be granted, for the simple reason that 
no such prayer can result from faith. For faith must have a divine 
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promise to rest upon; and the only temporal things which have a di- 
vine promise are the necessaries and comforts of life embraced in 
“our daily bread” of the Fourth Petition. It is men’s ignorance of 
faith that makes the promises with regard to prayer often seem so 
absurd to them, for if men pray with the expectation of having all 
their fancies granted, they simply confound human fancy with faith, 
which is, of course, faith in the divine Word. Whatsoever we ask 
according to the promise of God we ask in faith: nothing else can 
be asked believingly. But this promise the Christian believes, and 
he asks with confidence, knowing that the promise will not and can- 
not deceive him. 

Thus it remains forever true and unshaken: God hears every 
prayer of the Christian, 7. e., every true and right prayer. Knowing 
this, let us, by the help of God’s Holy Spirit, endeavor to pray rightly, 
and commit the rest to God, trusting that He will keep His promise. 
And then let His promise, that He will hear our prayers, be an in- 
centive to us to pray diligently, so that we may not be deprived of 
the blessings which by fervent prayer we might procure from Him. 
Amen. Geeks 


Sermon for Ascension Day. 
Marx 16, 19. 20. 


The words of the Apostles’ Creed, “He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty,” find 
their shortest report and biblical corroboration in the words of our 
text. St. Mark says: “He was received up into heaven, and sat on 
the right hand of God.” Such was the parting of the Master from 
His disciples, such the return homewards of the King into His glory. 
More plainly and unadornedly it could not have been reported, but 
more divine and regal His departure could not have been. Verily, 
His ascension into heaven is the grand finale of the sublime trium- 
phal symphony which began with the Easter victory. Ever since He 
has shattered the bolts of the grave, He no longer belongs to this 
world; and in this moment His disciples are brought to a full reali- 
zation of it. ; 

His ascending on high has significance for the disciples in still 
another respect. Heaven was never brought nearer to them than in 
this moment. They may never have doubted it, but now this truth 
is brought in closest proximity to them: “Our Lord is in heaven.” 
And never before this time could they have said with the same as- 
surance, “We shall follow after Him.” Now the Lord’s promise, 
“Where I am, there shall also my servant be,” stands before them 
in a newer and deeper meaning. No, no, the golden cords of com- 
munity with their Master are not torn asunder, but are now strength- 
ened all the more. Now their daily life in the imitation of their 
Master receives its fixed goal in the eternity of bliss into which their 
Savior has gone before them. Now this world is for’ them a school 
of preparation for a heavenly life. And this is the importance of 
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that event for us as well. Christ’s ascension points out to us the 
goal of our life and our duty on earth. I shall, accordingly, call 
your attention to 


CHRIST’S ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN IN ITS SIGNIFICANCE 
FOR OUR FAITH AND LIFE. 
It teaches us, — 


1. For our faith: We believe in a heaven into which our Lord 
has gone before us; 

2. For our life: We should live for that heaven towards which 
our Lord is drawing us. 


I: 


We believe in a heaven. The fact that a certain astronomer 
once opined, “I have thoroughly explored the stars, but have found 
no room for a God,” does not take us by surprise; we might have 
told him before he began to investigate that such would be the fruits 
of his labors. The Bible does not place heaven before the gaze of 
man and localize it east or west of the stars, higher or lower than 
the sun. Heaven is not a part of the space within this visible world; 
it is another world beyond this temporal and visible one. To be sure, 
no telescope will ever discover this heaven, and never will natural 
science be in a position to prove its nonentity. Heaven is not a world 
of materialism, but of spirit; not of imperfection, but of perfection; 
a world where all the gross contradictions of this nether world with 
all its galling disharmonies will be resolved into one blissful har- 
mony; not a shadow-world, but one full of reality, full of being, 
devoid of all sin and sickness and misery. It is a world in which 
God is all in all, where there is peace in Him, full satisfaction in 
Him, eternal fellowship with Him; a world for which every man 
bears an indelible longing within his bosom, which remains invisible 
to him, not an object of observation, but of faith. Hence this world 
is very often an object of questioning and doubting. Man asks, “Is 
this heavenly world a reality, or is it but a dream? Who will give 
me a pledge that it is real? Who will make us certain that the 
longing of our heart for sueh a world is not a hollow imagination?” 
My beloved Christians, we not only have a sure word of prophecy, 
we have more: we have one who came from heaven and returned to 
heaven, Jesus Christ, who ascended into heaven and sitteth at the 
right hand of God Almighty. 

He came from heaven. Is that true? Ah, follow Him upon His 
journey through the hamlets, villages, and cities, on the highways 
and byways of sunny Palestine, over the flints of Galilee, Judea, 
Samaria —in Him you see treading upon this earth a being, a per- 
sonage that baffles all human power of explanation, a character that 
far transcends human understanding. It could not have entered into 
the heart of any, not even the best of men, to conceive a life and 
morality like that of Jesus. All attempts at solving this mysterious 
person’s origin, all researches and all questions, one and all result 
in the same verdict: He is not of this world. There is something 
so superhuman in His words. “Never man spake like this man.” 
He calls His words spirit and life. Yet it was not His poetical 
language that charmed; it was not His oratorical power that thrilled; 
it was nothing of that which we employ to win attention and ad- 
miration and to fascinate our hearers. Why is there something in 
His plain words that goes through and through us, that forces us 
to believe them, to bow before them? Why do we not dare to square 
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arms and fight them? Ah, He speaks with godly authority; His 
words were uttered from the clear depths of heaven. His deeds 
amazed hundreds and thousands, led the inquisitive and truth- 
seeking Nicodemus at night to the Master. And the power which 
He exerts over humanity to-day, the power by which He attaches 
men to His person, ready to sacrifice even their life for Him, ah! 
this superhuman influence over the minds and hearts remains un- 
explained and cannot be gainsaid. Every word and every deed of 
His is a revelation of the heavenly world, which He is, personified. 
The peace which He gives is not of this world. In Him we see per- 
fection, which none of us possesses. For Him the heavenly world 
is not yonder, or future; it is ever present with Him, so that, during 
His sojourn on earth, He called Himself the Son of man that is in 
heaven. Even in the hour of death He proves that His life is 
heavenly. In the midst of the gruesome power of death He com- 
mends His soul into the Father’s hand and sees the resplendent light 
of paradise, promising it as the King of paradise to one knocking in 
true repentance at its door. A grave with the inscription: “Here 
rests Jesus Christ, the Conqueror of death,’ would be an absurdity. 
No, not in the dust of Palestine, but in heaven can He find His 
home, for He came from heaven. 

Into this heaven He ascended, and there He sitteth at the right 
hand of God Almighty. Most assuredly He does not sit here or there, 
at the right or left. The right hand of God is not a certain place 
to which Christ is fixed, it is another stage of glory into which He 
has been received. He is now also according to His human nature 
in possession of all His divine majesty, a protector of His believers, 
the head of His Church; He now fills all things and is superior to 
all principalities, and powers, and might, and dominion, and things 
present, and things to come, and heaven, and earth, and hell. He 
lives for us and with us unto the end of the world. 

Our Savior has gone before us, and we shall follow after Him. 
As the humblest and last of the rank and file shares in the victory 
of His commander-in-chief, so shall the last on earth share in the 
exaltation to which Christ has attained, for He has received gifts 
for the rebellious also. His ascension is the surety for our citizen- 
ship in heaven, for a mansion in the Father’s house, for a haven of 
rest and peace after the raging storms of trouble and disquietude in 
this life. With this prospect death becomes a gain for us; our de- 
parture out of this world is our return homeward; our last moment 
on earth is our birthday in eternity. We, who no longer have yester- 
day and cannot claim to-morrow as our own, we, who possess nothing 
more than the frugal fraction of a second in which we live, we short- 
lived mortals will receive eternity as our inheritance. In all our 
burdens and cares, in all our tears and sorrow, in all our despond- 
ency and despair, shines this hope of heavenly glory: “We have 
a Lord, our Head in heaven, and hence we are destined for heaven. 
His is the hand that sustains us, when we fall, which is never drawn 
back, even though we should backslide, the hand of the High Priest 
who has compassion with us in our weakness and who intercedes for 
us with the Father, the hand of our King, stronger than all the world, 
and who in the tribulation of this world consoles us in this wise, ‘Be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world.’ ” 

Tell me, Christian friends, why does not our heart beat higher 
with rapture at such thoughts? Why does not our eye dart forth 
gleams of joyful light? Why is our heart so often still filled with 
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fear and trembling of death? Why do we so often, weak in faith 
and trust, succumb and drown in the paltry affairs and trivialities 
of this little life? Why is there a lack of lofty aspirations, of un- 
fainting hope within us? Why so little joy in the world that is to 
come? My friends, it is because this living communion with the 
exalted and glorified Savior is wanting in us in a greater or smaller 
degree. The more Christ ascended on high becomes the center of 
your faith, the more the eyes of your faith will be fixed upon that 
world of eternity. Truly, the Savior, verily, the living God cannot 
open the door of heaven for us, if we fail to embody some of that 
heavenly life within us in this world already, if we do not live in 
Christ by faith. 

But if we do, it will manifest itself in our daily sacrifice to Him. 
For the significance of His ascension for our daily life consists 
therein, that we should live for the heaven towards which our Lord 
is drawing us. 

2. 


The holy apostles acknowledged their duty and privilege to live 
for heaven from that very hour of their Master’s departure from this 
world. Their bearing, their aspirations, and the execution of their 
duties, all bear the stamp of the yonder, eternal world, as if their 
interests in this world had lost all fascination for them. Our text 
says: “And they went forth, and preached everywhere.” They laid 
aside their fishnets, and became messengers of God and heralds of 
those facts which they had seen and heard. And the Lord proved 
His power, for He worked with them and confirmed the words with 
signs following. And so they proved by their daily walk that their 
conversation was in heaven, whence also they looked for the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Indeed, not in the same manner and in the same degree as of 
the apostles can this be said of us. Our life’s calling may be and 
actually is a different one from theirs. Only for once did Christ 
have twelve apostles. But whatever calling we may follow, our duty 
consists in giving up our life in the service of our exalted Master, 
and to strive for that heavenly goal. . Thus we live for heaven. 

And that is not a small and insignificant task. If you take it 
seriously, you will find that it makes its impression upon your inner- 
most life and brings about in all your faculties and powers a change 
which excludes nothing, and leaves nothing untouched and un- 
changed. If you are impressed with the fact that you are being 
drawn towards a blessed, endless existence and to serve a heaven- 
ward ascended Lord, then, selfevidently, you cannot live as if you 
were only intended for this world and were to exhaust your vitality 
in it. You cannot then expend your all in the cares and lusts of 
this world. You will be very exact in asking yourself whether this 
pleasure or that, this care or that harmonizes with the world beyond 
for which you are called. This temporal world with all its pomp, 
its vanity, its glitter, its gold, its tinsel, its nonsense will necessarily 
lose in value in your estimation, just as the playthings of childhood 
lose their fascination when we reach manhood. You will not fear 
to put the keen edge of the knife to all sinful pastimes. But all 
this cannot be brought to pass without an incessant and tedious 
struggle, without a daily crucifixion of the flesh, without daily con- 
trition and repentance. There is no life with Christ for him who 
does not daily die unto his sins, who refuses to drown old Adam with 
all his sinful lusts and affections. Fach Christian must learn to 
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say and to live the words of Paul, “The world is crucified unto. me, 
and I unto the world,” :. e., we are separated, we are parted, we are 
divorced. Each one must ask himself, Which is that one thing that 
causes the gravest danger for my soul and which I must deny to 
myself? 

With such an increase of deep sincerity there must come, at the 
same time, an increase of cheerfulness unalloyed. Whosoever lives 
for heaven surrenders nothing, not even the most insignificant thing, 
for which he is not remunerated with something better. He learns 
step by step that he is not losing but winning. Whenever you for- 
sake sins and sacrifice yourself to the service of your living Lord 
in heaven, it does not make you poorer, but richer, happier. The 
more you forget this world for the sake of heaven, the more you gain 
beyond. The more you battle with sin, the more closely will you 
attend to all that is pure and holy. The more you die unto yourself, 
the more intimately will you be grafted into Christ. Heaven will 
become more positive and real to you and earth more shadowlike, 
something that will perish and pass away. You will gradually be- 
come more firmly assured that you will save your soul and your peace 
if you keep Christ and your heavenly goal ever before you, but that 
you will lose your soul and your peace if you join in that mad race 
and headlong chase for earthly pelf and pleasures. Certainly, “all 
things are yours.” But it is also true, “Ye are Christ’s.” Hence in 
using the things of this world we remember that we belong to Christ 
above, and that nothing on earth can outweigh and outshine such 
a treasure. 

It is a false supposition that a life for heaven must inevitably 
alienate us from our fellow-men, our toils and labors in their midst, 
and impose cold and sour austerities upon us. In order to serve God 
better, some in their blindness have severed connections with their 
surroundings altogether. That is a mistake. Not outside of our 
daily vocation, but in the very midst of it we are to show that we 
are living for heaven. Your faithfulness, according to which you 
feel yourself responsible to your Lord even at your desk or in your 
workshop; your life in God, which makes your life a walk in the 
light; your prayer, with which you attend to your daily duties, and 
if it be to sweep a room, to scour the floor, to watch a sick baby — ' 
such actions done unto the Lord prove that you are living for heaven. 
Your so-called “unrefined work” and “menial service” done to the 
glory of God, is heavenly work. Somebody has said:. “The Chris- 
tian’s calling is not to do extraordinary things, but to do ordinary 
things in an extraordinary way.” 

Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws 
Makes that and the action fine. 


Thus life on earth becomes a school of preparation for heaven. 
If by faith you live in communion with your ascended Lord, the 
powers of the world to come will reveal themselves in your daily 
duties, humdrum as they may seem to be. Heaven will no longer 
be a yonder world, it will already be found in your life here. If we 
live in Christ, we live in the world in which He lives and reigns. 
And this new life in Christ is a sign by which God confirms His 
Word to-day. | Hence let us live as if we were but strangers and 
sojourners here, and let us look forward to the place where our Savior 
has gone before us and to which He is drawing us. Amen. 
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